Branch Briefings

April, 2011 No 9

President’s Note

The dancing year has truly begun with great excitement and interest. The
Branch Opening Social was a wonderful success with so many friendly faces,
great live music and a happy atmosphere to begin the season. The Beginners
Course and the Level 1 % - 2 Classes have begun with many dancers taking
the opportunity to improve their personal dancing and, by all accounts,
enjoying themselves along the way! | encourage dancers to participate in
these level classes, after all the classes are for the members.

| was very lucky to be able to attend the Premier's Gala Dinner celebrating
Multiculturalism at Crown Casino. It was a very colourful and entertaining
night.

On a more sombre note it was sad to hear of the loss of two members of our
wider dancing family. Both lan Dunlop and Charles Owen will be missed in the
Scottish Country Dance Community.

| look forward to attending many functions and seeing friendly faces in the
coming weeks.

Yours in dancing

Cairistiona

BRANCH HAPPENINGS - April/May, 2011

Branch Beginners’ Class  10.00am - 12 noon Starts 9 April

Level 1 1 - 2 Class 1.00pm - 3.00pm 2" April - 14" May
Children’s Class 2.00pm - 3.00pm  1°* May
Level 2 2 - 3 Class 1.00pm - 3.00pm  Starts 21°* May
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i Mark your diary now for the Branch Weekend School to be held in
Bendigo 6/7 August. Details will be sent out to all Groups when available.
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NOTICES:;

Does anyone have an electronic keyboard they would be willing to loan for
the Winter School at Dookie next year? The Winter School Committee would
be happy to hear from anyone who may be able to help. We have an
electronic piano available but are looking for an additional keyboard.

Please contact: Christine Freeman (Ph 9444 7828 or email:
chrisfree@optusnet.com.au)

Ringwood Highland Games - Sunday, 10™ April

Yenue: Russell Lucas Oval, Jubilee Park, Gardini Ave, Ringwood
(Mel Map 49 H11)

Dancers are asked to attend to help highlight Scottish Country Dancing. For
more details contact Sue McLeod - Ph: 9876 4140

The Winter School Committee will have a stall selling raffle tickets to
support the 2012 Winter School.

Melbourne Winter School Presentation

All dancers attending the Hunter Valley Winter School who would
like to help with the presentation for our Winter School next year
are invited to attend a meeting on the 22" May at St James Uniting
Church Hall at 12 noon (prior to the Delegates’ Meeting). Tea and
coffee will be available and you are welcome to bring your own
lunch.
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Charles Owen

Those who knew Charles Owen will be saddened to hear of his recent death.
Charles was a life member of the RSCDS and had been a keen participant in
dancing and teaching since his early days in Dundee. Although he was no
longer able to dance due to illness, he took great interest in the dancing
scene and was involved with several Groups, including Clan MacDonald,
which he taught whenever he was able.

Scottish country dancers were well represented at his funeral, which he had
planned himself. It was typical of Charles that we walked out smiling to The
Hiking Song'. He will be sadly missed.
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